AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
present application: 

1 . (Currently amended) A method for mirroring data comprising: 

receiving at a first storage server a data access request from a client coupled to 
the first storage server: 

writing the data access reguest to a first portion of a non-volatile storage device 
in the first storage server: 

transmitting the data access reguest from the first storage server to a second 
storage server to be written to a memory on the second storage server: and 

part i t i on i ng a memory of a second storage sorvor into a first port i on and a second 
port i on, tho first portion corresponding to a first storage server; 

rocoiving at tho second storage s e rv e r a data acc e ss r e qu e st from th e f i rst 
storage s e v e r; 

writ i ng th e data acc e ss r e qu e st to th e f i rst port i on of th e m e mory; 

when the first portion of the m e mory non-volatile storage device in the first 
storage server is full, writing tho f i rst portion of tho m e mory causing the second storage 
server to transfer the data access reguest from the memory on the second storage 
server to a data container corresponding to the first storage server on the second 
storage server. 

2. (Canceled) 
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3. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , further compr i s i ng wherein causing 
the second storage server to transfer the data access request from the memory to the 
data container comprises: 

rece i ving sending a synchronization request at to the second storage server from 
the first storage servers-arid 

updating an i mago of a volum e ma i ntain e d by th e first storage serv e r on a 
second nonvo l at i l e mass storag e d e vic e coupl e d to the second storage s e rv e r us i ng the 
data acc e ss request . 

4. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

sending an acknowledgement from the second storage server to the first storage 
server in response to receiving the data access request to cause the first storage server 
to send a response to [[a]] the client after the data access request has been stored on 
the first storage server and stored in the memory on the second storage server data 
conta i ner, whoro i n tho c l ient has prev i ous l y sent the data access request to tho first 
storag e s e rv e r . 

5. (Canceled). 

6. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

writing the data access request to a second a first portion of the memory on the 
first second storage serve r, the first portion of the memory on the second storage server 
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being associated with the first portion of the non-volatile storage device in the first 
storage server upon r e c e iv i ng th e data acc e ss r e gu e st; and 

updat i ng th e f i rst storag e s e rv e r us i ng tho data accoss r e quest i n r o sponso to a 
synchronization r e qu e st . 

7. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein the data access request is 
transmitted from the first storage server to the second storage server over a network. 

8. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

assigning a sequence number to the data access request, wherein the sequence 
number designates a position of the data access request in a group of data access 
requests to ensure that the data access request is properly ordered within the data 
container. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the data container is a file. 

10. (Currently amended) An apparatus comprising: 

a destination storage server to mirror data stored by a source storage server; 

a network interface on the destination storage server coupled to the source 
storage server, the network interface to receive a data access request from a client 
coupled to the source storage server, wherein the source storage server has written the 
data access reguest in a first portion of a non-volatile storage device in the source 
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storage server, wherein the destination storage server is configured to write the data 
access request to a data container corresponding to the source storage server; and 

a memory on the destination storage server to receive the data access request, 
th e m e mory part i t i on e d i nto a first port i on and a s e cond port i on, th e first port i on 
corresponding to tho source storage s o rvor, whoro i n tho data container is written to the 
first portion and, when the first portion is ful l , tho data conta i ner is writt e n to a 
nonvolatile mass storag e d e vice coup le d to th e d e stination storag e s e rv e r wherein the 
data access reguest is transferred to a nonvolatile mass storage device coupled to the 
destination storage server when the first portion of the non-volatile storage device in the 
source storage server is full . 

11. (Canceled). 

12. (Previously presented)The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the network comprises a 
Transmission Control Protocol/Internet Protocol (TCP/IP) network. 

13. (Canceled). 

14. (Previously presented)The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the memory comprises a 
nonvolatile random access memory (NVRAM). 

15. (Original) The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the destination storage server 
modifies an image of a volume maintained by the source storage server on a second 
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nonvolatile mass storage device coupled to the destination storage server according to 
the access request when the source storage server makes a synchronization request. 

16. (Original) The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the data container is a file. 

17. (Currently amended) A method comprising: 

receiving a data access request at a destination filer from a source filer, wherein 
the data access request is written to a first memory coupled to the source filer; 

sending an acknowledgement to the source filer in response to the destination 
filer receiving the data access request; 

writing the data access request to a second memory coupled to the destination 

filer; 

transferring the data access request from the second memory to a file 
corresponding to the source filer on a volume coupled to the destination filer; a«d 

removing the data access request from the second memory after transferring the 
data access request to the file;[[.]] 

receiving a second data access request from a second source filer, wherein the 
second data access request is written to a third memory coupled to the second source 
filer; 

sending a second acknowledgement to the second source filer in response to the 
destination filer receiving the second data access request; 

writing the second data access request to the second memory; 
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transferring the second data access request to a second file corresponding to the 
second source filer on the volume coupled to the destination filer; and 

removing the second data access reguest from the second memory after 
transferring the second access request to the volume. 

18. (Canceled) 

19. (Previously presented) The method of claim 17, further comprising connecting the 
second source filer to the client in response to a system failure. 

20. (Previously presented) The method of claim 17, further comprising: 

applying the access request to an image of a volume maintained by the source 
filer; and 

allowing the client to access the image. 
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